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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the origins of the Malay short story and its development during the 1920s. It
addresses several ey questions, namely when the short story began to emerge in its actual form, the
thematic concerns reflected in these stories, and the pioneers who became prominent during that period. To
achieve these objectives, the study adopts an inductive and exploratory approach throungh the examination of
relevant references and critical commentary on related issues. The findings indicate that the Malay short
story effectively began to take shape in the 19205, together with the literary developments associated with
that era. In general, ifs production was largely limited to a small group of religions fignres, teachers, and
Journalists. In this regard, newspapers and magazines played a significant role in disseminating literary
short stories. Thematically, most of these stories centred on social and intellectual issues, often incorporating
edncational elements, while other dimensions of the short story remained relatively limited, particularly
political narratives and stories strongly characterised by environmental themes. Overall, these stories were
presented in a clear, simple, and accessible manner, reflecting the relatively uncomplicated nature of society
and everyday life during that period.
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