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Abstract

Functional overlap is considered one of the significant linguistic phenomena in which a single
linguistic element performs more than one grammatical, semantic, or pragmatic function depending
on the context. This phenomenon is clearly evident in the Arabic language due to its rich
structural system and semantic flexibility. 1t also appears in the Malay language, although within
linguistic characteristics that differ in terms of structure and usage. The problem of this study lies
in the scarcity of comparative studies addressing functional overlap between Arabic and Malay,
despite its importance in comparative linguistics and in teaching Arabic to Malay-speaking
learners. The study aims to explain the concept of functional overlap in both langnages, analyze the
similarities and differences between them, and examine its impact on text comprebension and
Arabic langnage teaching. The study adopts a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology
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by collecting linguistic samples from Arabic and Malay texts and analyzing them according to

different grammatical and semantic contexts, while also benefiting from modern linguistic studies
related to langnage functions and structural overlap. The study focuses on some shared linguistic
elements such as conjunctions, pronouns, and structures that perform multiple functions in different
contexts. The findings reveal that the Arabic language is characteried by a high degree of
functional overlap due to its rich morphological and syntactic systems, where a single linguistic
element may perform several functions depending on the context. In contrast, functional overlap in
the Malay language appears in a simpler form and is more closely related to contextual structure
and word order. The study also reveals similarities between the two languages in relying on context
to determine linguistic functions, alongside clear differences in mechanisms of expression and
Sfunctional diversity. Furthermore, the findings confirm that understanding functional overlap
contributes to improving methods of teaching Arabic to Malaysian learners and reducing errors
caused by interference from the mother tongue. The study concludes that functional overlap
represents an important aspect of the relationship between structure and meaning, and that the
comparison between Arabic and Malay enriches linguistic and applied studies, especially in the
field of teaching Arabic to non-native speakers. The study also recommends conducting broader
research covering pragmatic and phonological aspects in order to develop educational currienla and
modern language programis.
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