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Abstract  

This study aims to analyze Al-Mutanabbi’s panegyric poems dedicated to Sayf  al-Dawlah from a semiotic 
perspective, with a particular focus on the rhetorical and symbolic structures that are often overlooked in 
studies of  classical Arabic poetry. The research seeks to explore how Al-Mutanabbi employs semiotic 
elements to embody concepts such as courage, fear, and grandeur through a complex symbolic system. The 
study adopts Charles Sanders Peirce’s semiotic theory—centered on the analysis of  icon, index, and 
symbol—to uncover the semantic mechanisms embedded within the poetic text. Through this approach, the 
study examines how signs contribute to the construction of  a semantic framework that elevates the values 
of  bravery and heroism while imparting a dramatic effect on the audience. The findings reveal that Al-
Mutanabbi’s poems exhibit a precise semiotic structure, wherein symbols play a fundamental role in 
reinforcing themes of  authority, conflict, and greatness, transcending ornamental rhetoric to convey profound 
emotional and historical meanings. The study recommends further expansion of  semiotic inquiry in the 
analysis of  classical Arabic poetry, particularly to uncover implicit social and political messages, and 
encourages interdisciplinary studies that integrate semiotics with history, politics, and psychology in 
examining classical Arabic literature. 
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